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CONTINUING TO LEAD

REALTOR® engagement is important now more than ever to progress our 
legislative priorities.

To kick of this year, the 2025 Leadership Academy Class engaged local public and elected officials 
from all levels of government and learned how Real Estate drives economic growth and development 
in their annual See Your Government in Action Day.

We took our Government Affairs Forum on the road to Marysville, Ohio to hear updates from Union 
County Auditor Andrea Weaver on the county’s 2025 Revaluation and how REALTORS® play an 
impactful role in educating clients about the upcoming property revaluations.  

To be more proactive in our advocacy and service the membership, we’ve expanded our Government 
Affairs Department and welcomed Juliana Behnke to the team as Government Affairs Manager. In her 
role, she will assist the Government Affairs Director, Vincent Coleman, in enhancing the Association’s 
advocacy efforts in our 7-county region.

Lastly, Columbus REALTORS® members attended a jam-packed day during the annual REALTORS® 
at the Rotunda. Members engaged with our state lawmakers and learned more about Ohio 
REALTORS® policy priorities in the statehouse; including property tax reform, increasing housing 
supply, wholesaling reform, and addressing short-term rental restrictions, just to name a few.
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“I’ve always said central Ohio is the place to be and we have seen a lot of 
change, and with change comes challenges; however, challenges present 
new and exciting opportunities.”
 
As the region grows, it’s important to recognize the policies being introduced 
daily that affect real estate and our communities. YOUR advocacy and YOUR 
voice really matter. Our leadership knows how important participation in 
the process is. We have attended numerous State of the City and County 
addresses in our municipalities to stay informed and ensure we have a 
REALTOR® presence.
 
I strongly encourage all members to get involved in our advocacy work. 
We host Government Affairs Forums and ‘Get to Know Your City’ events 
so we can continue to learn, be the voice of real estate, and advocate  
for our profession.”

STRONGER TOGETHER

BU FF IE 
PAT T ERSON

2025 PRESIDENT, 
COLUMBUS REALTORS®
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In my time as a REALTOR® I have quickly realized the importance 

advocacy plays in protecting our business and the positive impact it 

has in our communities. Serving on the Board of Directors for Columbus REALTORS® and 

on the Board of Directors for the Columbus & Central Ohio Regional MLS has afforded me 

the opportunity to be in the room where key policy decisions are made, both internally 

and externally. And, as the former president of the Columbus Realtist®, the importance of 

volunteer leadership was amplified and pathed the way for me to continue to learn and grow.

When our President Buffie Patterson called on me to serve as the 2025 Government Affairs 

Chair, I was honored and I humbly accepted. As your Government Affairs Chair this year, I set 

out to achieve five goals: 

•	Update our Legislative Agenda to reflect our policy priorities; 
•	Host 3-4 Government Affairs Forums; 
•	 Increase membership engagement; 
•	Expand Columbus REALTORS® advocacy footprint; and
•	Make Government Affairs THE place to be

I’m proud to say that the Columbus REALTORS® Board of Directors adopted our 2025-2026 

legislative agenda, and I’m ready to get to work! I’m excited to serve as your chair and to 

build on the momentum we’ve had, while also creating new opportunities for our members. 

Issues like zoning reform are top of mind and we continue to work with local municipalities 

to encourage smart, responsible growth. But there are issues we know are coming and we 

need to be on a united front. 

I encourage all my colleagues to get involved, show up, and speak out! Involvement looks 

different for everyone, whether you’re attending a local city council meeting, committee 

meeting, or investing in CORPAC, it all matters! Our collective voice is what makes us 

Columbus REALTORS®, the voice of real estate in central Ohio. 

MEET QIANA JONES 
YOUR 2025 GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS CHAIR

CORPAC Fundraising Committee meets the 1st Thursday of every month @ 1pm. 
For more information: Juliana Behnke, Government Affairs Manager, juliana@columbusrealtors.com

UPCOMING 
GOVERNMENT 

AFFAIRS
EVENTS

MAY 15: Annual CORPAC Auction, 6:30p @ COSI

MAY 31 – JUNE 5: NAR Mid-Year (Washington, D.C)

JUNE 11: REALTOR® Care Day (Main project at the Van Buren Shelter)
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Your Columbus REALTORS® membership makes you a part of one of the most 
powerful and influential grassroots lobbying efforts in the country. We are an 
advocacy group that champions the right to responsibly acquire, possess, use, 
and freely transfer real property. The non-partisan REALTOR® Party is solely 
focused on the issues that matter to consumers, property owners, and the real 
estate industry.

Recent achievements include saving local Central Ohio commercial REALTOR® 
members hundreds of thousands of dollars in proposed sign ordinance fees and 
helping to streamline the Ohio municipality tax structure. In addition to protecting 
and ensuring the rights of property owners, we advocated for the elimination of 
proposed sales tax legislation at the state level and successfully advocated to 
balance in the relationship between housing providers and tenants. 

However, it is often legislative proposals and ideas that you don’t hear about that 
are important. 

REALTORS® lead the way in safeguarding our communities. We strive to build 
coalitions of leaders from the private, public, and nonprofit sectors. REALTORS® 
work to address issues and legislation to create fair housing affordability, 
encourage smart growth, and promote educational opportunity for all.

OFFICERS
Buffie Patterson 

PRES IDENT

Gloria Alonso Cannon
PRES IDENT-ELECT

Jeremy Pape
TREASURER

Kristy Daniel
SECRETARY

Brent Swander
CHIEF  EXECUT IVE  OFF IC ER

DIRECTORS
Rodelyn Frijas
Nicole Harrison

Kevin Hart
Qiana Jones 

Stephanie Masterson
Amy Nitzschke

Erin Ogden Oxender
Brandon Prewitt
Sharyn Rigsbee
Shaun Simpson

Christy Srey
Nathan White

Scott Hrabcak 
IMMEDIATE  PAST  PRES IDENT

Ian Thickstun
DIRECTOR ,  F IRM OF  20  OR  FEWER

Ty Nisthauz  
DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE 

Jesse Shkolnik 
COMMERCIAL  D IRECTOR-AT- LAR G E

Mike McCoy  
BROKER ADVISORY COU NC IL 

Troy Fabish
COMMERCIAL  ADVISORY BOAR D

Trish Conrad 
AFF IL IATE 

Sue Van Woerkom 
REGIONAL  D IRECTOR

Cody Adams 
REGIONAL  D IRECTOR

2025 BOARD 
 OF DIRECTORS

Volunteer leaders and staff work daily 
with local leaders to represent the 
industry, protecting you – the consumer, 
property ownership rights, and our 
Central Ohio communities.

Columbus REALTORS® advocacy mission is simple: protect our 
consumers, members’ livelihoods, and the well-being of their 
clients because it’s the right thing to do for our community. We 
advance these policies by:

BUILDING relationships and collaborating with leaders on the local level 
regarding real estate and quality of life related issues.

ENGAGING with local leaders to promote responsible growth and 
development that meets the needs and supports talent attraction and a 
vibrant real estate market for all. 

WORKING in tandem with REALTOR® members to support candidates who 
align with our priorities. 

MONITORING the activities of local governments across Central Ohio.



F O C U S  P O L I C Y  A R E A S

PROPERTY RIGHTS
Columbus REALTORS® believes everyone should be 
able to buy, sell and use residential and commercial 
property, as protected in the Fifth Amendment in 
the U.S. Constitution. We think our members’ clients 
should have the freedom to realize the highest and 
best use of their residential and commercial property, 
with limited restrictions.

SIGN ORDINANCES 
Signage is critical to the real estate industry. The 
display of “For Sale” or “For Rent” signs, for example 
but not limited to, are subject to the requirements 
of local government sign codes, which typically 
limit the size of signs, where they can be displayed, 
and the length of time that a temporary sign may 
be displayed. However, across the region, local 
government rules for displaying real estate signs are 
changing—and Columbus REALTORS®  is working to 
protect you from undue burdens.

SHORT-TERM RENTAL RESTRICTIONS  
In the past decade, the popularity of short-term 
rentals has grown at a rate that has far outpaced 
governmental regulation. This surge in growth is 
largely attributable to the new sharing economy 
and the popularity of online hosting platforms, such 
as Airbnb, VRBO, and others. Some state and local 
governments have started adopting regulations 
designed to limit short-term rentals and address their 
perceived impacts on residential neighborhoods. 
This regulation has a significant impact on property 
owners’ right to rent their properties on a short- 
term basis.  

Columbus REALTORS® takes this issue seriously 
and has worked with countless local governments 
throughout Central Ohio to strike a careful balance 
respecting all parties involved and protecting private 
property rights. 

STRATEGIC LAND USE AND ZONING
Columbus REALTORS® believes that Central Ohio will 
continue to thrive if it is strategically and sustainably 
developed. We speak up for our community and 
focus on creating the widest distribution of land 
ownership so that we continue to maintain enough 
housing to support our growing region. 

Columbus REALTORS® opposes government 
intervention that places inequitable limits on 
responsible development and land-use or 
interference of land-use.

FIRST-TIME HOMEBUYERS
Columbus REALTORS® supports and encourages 
programs to promote first-time buyers in achieving 
homeownership. Traditionally, this is one of the 
best financial decisions someone can make, which 
benefits communities, creates generational wealth, 
and builds a stronger economy. 

FAIR HOUSING AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
Columbus REALTORS® supports fair housing laws that protect 
individuals from discrimination in the sale, rental, financing, or 
advertising of housing. Through our advocacy we support public 
policies that advance broader property ownership availability, 
accessibility, and affordability in all communities. We support the 
REALTOR® Code of Ethics that promotes strong enforcement of 
anti-discrimination laws.

CONSUMER PROTECTION
Columbus REALTORS® supports policies that put the consumer first. 
Our members hold the highest standards of ethics and professionalism 
and hold a strong fiduciary duty to their clients. We support and 
encourage municipalities to adopt wholesaling regulations. 

LANDLORD AND TENANT ISSUES 
Columbus REALTORS® supports policies that provide fairness 
and balance between a landlord and tenant. Tenants should be 
able to enjoy and use the property within the rights outlined in a 
lease or other agreement. 

REGULATORY ISSUES
Columbus REALTORS® believes in a housing market that consists 
of safe, diverse, and affordable homes that meet the needs of 
every buyer. We oppose any policy that would require a property 
owner to obtain and pass an inspection of any kind, and to 
make government-mandated repairs prior to transfer of their 
real property. Point of sale inspections infringe on the rights of 
a private property owner and require expensive, unnecessary 
roadblocks to a home sale.

HOUSING SUPPLY
In an effort to boost housing options for all Ohioans, Columbus 
REALTORS® encourages local municipalities to seek creative and 
innovative ways that can expand accessibility, affordability, and 
availability; including but not limited to InFill housing development 
and accessory dwelling units (ADUS). Special attention should 
be directed to the shortage of workforce housing and to identify 
policies that increase this inventory.

VINCENT COLEMAN
Government Affairs Director

Cell (937) 597-0826 • Direct (614) 528-1125 

vincent@ColumbusRealtors.com

www.ColumbusRealtors.com
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R E A LTO R S ®  I N  A C T I O N

1. President Buffie Patterson leads REALTOR® Party Training at Ohio REALTORS® 
Winter Conference; 2. Members with Ohio Gubernatorial candidate, Vivek 
Ramaswamy, at the Pickaway Co. GOP Lincoln Dinner; 3. Members and 
staff attend Columbus Business First Power Breakfast; 4. President Buffie 
Patterson speaking with Gahanna Mayor Laurie Jadwin at State of Gahanna 
event; 5. Members of the Government Affairs Issues Advocacy Committee 
host Columbus City Council President and Housing Chair, Shannon Hardin, to 
discuss Columbus REALTORS® housing priorities; 6. Members at REALTORS® at 
the Rotunda at the Ohio statehouse; 7. Government Affairs Chair Qiana Jones 
leads policy discussion on ADUs; 8. Columbus REALTORS® President Buffie 
Patterson, Ohio REALTORS® President Michelle Billings, Gov. Affair Chair Qiana 
Jones, and GAD at InFill Housing Press Conference at the Ohio statehouse; 

9. Director Trish Conrad leads panel discussion at 
the State of Real Estate in Central Ohio sponsored 
by World Class Title; 10. AREAA Columbus President  
and Director Rodelyn Frijas with State Rep. Brian 
Lorenz, Jan Jedlinksy at Legislative Reception at 
the Ohio statehouse; 11. Columbus REALTORS® 
President Buffie Patterson, Columbus Realtist 
President Anna McCurdy, and members at the 
Franklin County Auditor’s Affordable Housing Fair; 
12. 2025 Leadership Academy Class with Columbus 
Councilmembers at City Hall during ‘See Your 
Government in Action’ Day
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VINCENT COLEMAN, Government Affairs Director
Cell (937) 597-0826 • Direct (614) 528-1125 

vincent@ColumbusRealtors.com www.ColumbusRealtors.com

STAY UP-TO-DATE WITH 
THE LATEST GOVERNMENT 

AFFAIRS NEWS

ADVOCACY IN ACTION  |  QUARTER 1

HOW WE ARE ENGAGED

60
NEW 

SUBSCRIBERS

 50+
TOUCHPOINTS 

10+
STAKEHOLDER  
ENGAGEMENT 

MEETINGS

$10,500
IN COMMUNITY 

GRANTS*Three for Thursday 
weekly update

with public 
and elected 

officials

LOCAL
Consumer Protection: We continue to educate local public and elected officials 
on the predatory practice of unlicensed wholesaling and its impact on consumers 
and homeownership. The legislation which passed in Columbus in December 
goes into effect on July 1, 2025.

Housing Supply/Affordability: Columbus REALTORS® is partnering with the 
Lancaster Board of REALTORS® and the City of Lancaster to conduct a housing 
study in Fairfield County to advocate for more housing availability and affordability.

Protecting Property Rights: Columbus REALTORS® members continue to engage 
with Gahanna City Council as they explore short-term rental regulation legislation. 

Zoning: Columbus REALTORS® sent a letter to Columbus City Council commenting 
on the recent updates to ZoneIn to include commercial activity along the State 
Route 161/E. Dublin-Granville Road (SR-161) Corridor/Northland. Columbus 
REALTORS® advocated on behalf of our commercial members on this update.

STATE
Ohio’s Main Operating Budget: Recently passed by the Ohio House of 
Representatives, HB 96, included advocacy successes from Ohio REALTORS® on 
housing provisions including, but not limited to: 

Brownfield remediation and demolition; Property Tax Reform (Ohio REALTORS® joined the Ohio Taxpayer Protection 
Coalition); $2.5M per Fiscal Year to assist townships and municipalities in adopting pro-housing policies; Increases 
the Historic Building Rehabilitation Tax Credit from $60 million to $90 million.

COMMUNITY
GRANTS
These grants, 

awarded by NAR, 
allow us to give back and 
build strong relationships 

in the community:

SMART 
GROWTH GRANT 

$7,500 to assist Fairfield 
County in a housing study

HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY GRANT 

$3,000 to partner with 
CONVERGENCE Columbus 

to support and promote 
fair lending opportunities



THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR 
REALTOR® VOLUNTEERS ON OUR GOVERNMENT 
AFFAIRS AND CORPAC COMMITTEES WHO MAKE 

OUR ADVOCACY WORK POSSIBLE!

Government Affairs Issues Advocacy Committee
Buffie Patterson, President  |  Gloria Alonso Cannon, President-Elect  |  Jeremy Pape, Treasurer
Kristy Daniel, Secretary  |  Brent Swander, CEO  |  Qiana Jones, Chair  |  Matt Gregory, Vice Chair
Jackie Delay  |  Rodelyn Frijas  |  Shad Phipps  |  John Royer  |  Jesse Shkolnik  |  Ian Thickstun

CORPAC Governing Board
Buffie Patterson, President  |  Gloria Alonso Cannon, President-Elect  |  Jeremy Pape, Treasurer
Kristy Daniel, Secretary  |  Brent Swander, CEO  |  Shad Phipps, Chair  |  Cole Cannon, Vice Chair
Qiana Jones  |  Greg Kullman  |  Sue Lusk-Gleich  |  Bob Miller  |  Zina Molnar  |  Erin Ogden Oxender 
Rob Pemberton  |  Sharyn Rigsbee  |  Andrew Roberts  |  Jill Rudler  |  Ian Thickstun

CORPAC Fundraising Committee
Zina Molnar, Co-Chair  |  Rob Pemberton, Co-Chair  |  Andrew Roberts, Co-Chair
Troy Fabish, Co-Vice Chair  |  Rodelyn Frijas, Co-Vice Chair & Director Liaison  |  Qiana Jones, Co-Vice Chair
Trish Conrad  |  Krysta Denner  |  Missy Johnson  |  Christopher Junker  |  Heather Mann  |  Kevin Nally
Tom Nichols  |  Diana Paskowski  |  Dianna Silver  |  Christy Srey  |  Krysten Stringer  |  Angelo Turner
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www.columbusrealtors.com

INVEST IN 
CORPAC 
TODAY!

Top 10 Ways to Join Us
	1	 Don’t Uncheck the Box! Remember to donate $30 when paying 
		  your annual dues 

	2	 Sign up and respond to REALTOR® Party Mobile Alerts –  
		  text REALTORS to 30644  

	3	 Sign up for weekly legislative updates

	4	 Become a Major Investor in CORPAC

	5	 Join the CORPAC FUNdraising committee and get in on the fun!

	6	 Voice your concerns – contact CORPAC staff at 614-475-4000

	7	 Be informed. Join the Government Affairs Forum

	8	 Attend one of our fundraising events

	9	 Donate an auction item to the CORPAC Auction

	10	 Have your company sponsor a CORPAC related event

How to be a CORPAC Champion

VOTE for REALTOR® Party Candidates

ACT on REALTOR® Party Issues

INVEST in CORPAC


